Write Back

Ensuring that “authors”
write

Having authors publish their contri-
butions to a manuscript in a separate
byline is a good idea for a variety of
reasons (cf Maddox 1994), but in pro-
moting this notion, Weltzin et al.
(Front Ecol Environ 2006; 4[8]:
435-41) still do not identify the
means to distinguish study partici-
pants as authors versus acknowledged
contributors. They in fact add a bit to
the authorship/editorship/contributor-
ship conundrum by explicitly identify-
ing their third author as the one who
“wrote the first two drafts” of their
own article. One would assume that
such a contribution would be from the
first author. Aside from missing sev-
eral helpful citations of ecologists
(Dickson and Conner 1978; Hunt
1991), including one from ESA

(Schmidt 1987), it appears that
Weltzin et al. (2006) do not disap-
prove of the notion that some contrib-
utors who do not write might be iden-
tified as “authors”, and might not
support the notion that those who
contribute most to writing should be
considered as the first author. While [
agree that the extent of contributions
needs to be acknowledged in publica-
tion, does not “authorship” connote
some actual, original writing? As
Mares (1992) proclaimed, “Author-
ship of a scientific publication is not a
reward for having assisted in some
way, however trivial, in making a
tesearch report possible”; rather, it
should identify actual participation in
the production of the manuscript. Of
the many guidelines available to help
sort out this issue, all but those includ-
ing actual authorship can be used to
identify who is asked to help co-

" author, or even take the lead in writ-

ing, an article, but then co-authors
should ensure that each truly deserves
the appellation. Those who can’t or
choose not to write should be
acknowledged.
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