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Education and employment

1976 B.A., Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts, Biological Science
1985 Ph.D., University of Massachusetts/Amherst, Entomology
1984-88 Postdoctoral Research Associate, Cornell University, Entomology

1989-present  Faculty appointment, University of Massachusetts/Amherst

Research Description

Entomology--insects/plants and insect management : agroecosystems My research addresses fundamental and
applied aspects of insect/plant interactions, resource partitioning in ephemeral host plant resources, insect
mating, chemical ecology, biology and management of cranberry pest insects.

Pollination—native bee health and diversity in cranberry 1 focus on the health and role of native bees, examining
pathogens, land use, pesticide impacts, and competition; we have a nearly 30-year, long-term survey of
native pollinators of the Northeast, with emphasis on the predominant wild pollinator on cranberry,
bumble bees

Extension and outreach

My applied long-term career goals have been to lead the transition of the MA cranberry industry to biointensive,
economically sound, and reduced-risk management of key insect pests and to understand and protect
native pollinator communities in cranberry farm systems.

Recent teaching

NRC 597CB—Conservation and Animal Behavior (3 credits)

NRC 490R—Research Concepts (3 credits)

NRC252—Fundamentals of Applied Ecology (3 credits)
ENVIRSCI214—Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Global Change (3 credits)

Graduate Training
I have been major faculty supervisor or a member of 45 graduate student committees

Recent service
2018- Honors program director, Natural Resources Conservation undergrad degree program
2014- Honors program director, Environmental Science undergrad degree program

2011-2018 Co-director, Environmental Science undergrad degree program (254 majors)

Recent funding
2012-2016 Pollination security for Northeast fruit and vegetable crops. USDA-NIFA-Specialty Crop
Research Initiative, PI: Averill with 13 co-investigators across 5 institutions $3,318,651
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