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In principle, almost everyone agrees with the goal expressed in this seminar title. Most 
people like trees and forests so the notion that these solar-powered living filters can efficiently 
protect human and ecosystem health is very appealing. The title also suggests that preventing 
forest loss is more cost-effective than mitigating problems after they occur or spending even 
more time and money on ecosystem restoration. This is true -- but easier said than done. We 
will use case studies from New England and New York to examine and discuss key challenges 
and opportunities.   

 
Student Performance Evaluation = Attendance1 (25%) + Preparation2 (25%) + Engagement3 
(50%) [Since you are CHC students …this is a formality, right?  You plan to earn an A, right?]  
                                                 
1  Please be on time for class and ready to start at 3:35pm.  The UMass policy on class absences is in full effect. 
2  I’ve been teaching since 1986 so I can tell if you done the reading before class …please bring some notes on key 
points …jot down some questions, etc.  Let me know about exams and other commitments as a courtesy. 
3  You can be fully engaged without asking or answering questions or breathlessly participating in our discussions.  
Being quiet is one thing, but yawning, texting, doodling, et cetera, indicate that you are less than fully engaged. 

Session Day/date Presentation/DiscussionTopic 

1 Mon, 10 Sep Introductions/expectations/learning objectives 

2 Mon, 17 Sep How forests process water and energy: Part 1 …Q/A 

3 Mon, 24 Sep How forests process water and energy: Part 2 …Q/A 

4 Mon, 1 Oct Hydrologic effects of forest management (NRC study highlights) 

- Mon, 8 Oct Columbus Day Holiday 

5 Tues, 9 Oct Effects of forest mgt. on water quality and aquatic ecosystems 

6 Mon, 15 Oct Conservation of Atlantic salmon in Maine (NRC study) 

7 Mon, 22 Oct How forest conversion alters water movement and quality 

8 Mon, 29 Oct Discuss “Green Manhattan” and New England Forests essays 

9 Mon, 5 Nov New York City water supply system …case study (NRC study) 

- Mon, 12 Nov Veteran’s Day Holiday 

10 Mon, 19 Nov Metro-Boston water supply system …case study (DWSP STAC) 

11 Mon, 26 Nov John Burroughs, Robert Frost, and Sigurd Olson 

12 Mon, 3 Dec Ideas for a new century of forest [and water] conservation 
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